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TROOPER JO3EPH D. KEPPICK, being duly sworn according

to law, testified as follows:

By Mr. Ertel:
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

State your full name, pleasge?
Trooper Joseph D. Keppilck.

How long have you been a Trooper?
20 years.

As a Pennsylvania State Policeman do you have a

special assignment as far as identification and making of moulds

and soforth?
A.
Q.
A.

Yes.
What 1is that, can you describe it?
I make plaster of Paris moulds, I photograph

accident scenes and criminal scenes. I also process crime scenes

for fingerprints.

Q.

Officer, did you have the opportunity to process

e car of Xim Hubbard in this case?

A
Q.
A.
Q.
description?
A.
Q.

Yes.
Did you process it for fingerprints?
Yes,

Were you able to get any fingorprints of any

Bo, sir.

Talking about fingerprints, will you describe, most

people think of fingerprints are easy to get, what kind of surfaces

do you normally have to have to get fingerprints?
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Q. Does time, from the time a fingerprint is put there

A. A smooth surface.

until the time it is trying to be lifted, is that important in
trying to 1ift the fingerprint?

A. Yes,

Q. Why?

A, It depends on body chemistry, it depends on
atmospheric conditions, it depends on temperature.

Q. Is it possible to 1lift fingerprints from bodies?

A. It 1s possible.

Q. In this particular case were you able to identify,
to get any fingerprints from the body? \

A. XNo, ‘ ehi

Q. Now, Trooper Keppick, were you at the scene on
October 28, 1973 when the body or sometime after the body was
found?

A. Yes.

Q. What did you do at that scene?

A. I photographed the scene and I mads numerous
plaster of Paris casts.

Q. Now, there have been quite a few photographs
introduced into evidence, will you (Mr. Fierro) stipulate to the
photographs?

By Mr. Fiqrro:
Yes.
By Mr. Brtel: uf

Q. Officer Keppick, did you have the occasion to
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| examine the area between the  2.e, the farm lane and the feet of
the victim?
A. Yes,

Q. Did you take some photographs of that area?
A. Yes.
Q. Can you describe what that ground was like there?
A. It »as grassy and there were quite a few weedr .
Q. Did you examine that for footprints?
A. Yes.
Q. Were there any?
A. No, sSir.
Q. Now the cast were ..(Mr. Fierro) will you stipulate
(Ei.’ he made nine casts?
By Mr. Flerro:
Yes.
By Mr. Ertal:
Q. You made the casts 50 through 56, the footprint
casts?
A. Yes,
Q. You saw those footprints, did you not, and poured
e plaster into them?
A, Yes,
Q. And Doctor Miller assisted you?
A. Yes, he did.
Q. Did you make casts of all of the footprints that
you thought were able to be cast?
A. Yes, Sir.
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Q. Did ou make other casts at the scene?

A. Yes.

Q. What were they of?

A. The tire tracks.

Q. First, can you describe where these tire tracks
were, Officer Kepplck?

A. They were approximately 27 feet from Sylvan Dell
Road on the lane leading to where the body was found.

Q. Did you also photograph those particular tire prints
prior to the time that you made the casts?

A. Yes.

Q. I show you marked as Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 9,

QO can you identify that? Coges
A. Yes, 8Sir, | )

Q. What is 1it? \;///,,//””""’
<
A. It is a photograph oﬁL§/ ire track.

Q. Is that one you made?

A. Yes,

Q. Is it the tire print youwere talking about which
were approximately 26 or 29 feet from Sylvan Dell Road?

A. Yes.

Q. I show you marked as Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 10,
can you identify that, please?

—

A. It is a photograph of anothoéilxro track. - [
NS e
\EE? Q. And again, where was that located, approximately?
7 y
A. That would have been located across, approximatclykégo

same distance from the road:
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Q. You mean in the opposite road where the tire

tracks would be?

A. Yes,

Q. I show you marked as Commonwealth's Exhibit No, 21,
can you idantify that? -

A. Xes, 3ir, this was a photograph of thé{fwéﬁplastor
of Paris tirof%rackilv That was taken after this photd
Exhibit KNo. 9.\\

) Q. That shows the plaster of Paris already in the tracks

is that right?

A. Yes, 3ir,

Q. I show you what is marked as Commonwealth's
Exhibit No. 22, and ask you if you can identify that?

A. Yes, 8ir, this is a photograph looking south from
Sylvan Dell Road, it shows the lane leading down through the
cornfield. In the foreground are numerocus tank3 and plagtics
that were used to cover the plaster of Paris casts and the tire
tracks.

Q. I show you marked as Commonwealth’'s Exhibit No. 17,
can you identify that? | T

A. Yes,

Q. What is 1it?

A. These show what appear to be tire tracks leading
into the lane, down through the cornfield.

Q. Were you able to identify or make out the design
of those tire tracks at all?

A. No, Sir.
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Q. Now...
By Mr. Plerro:
what Exhibit Number was that?
By Mr. Ertel:
No. 17.
Q. I show you marked as Commonwealth's Exiibit No. 18,
can you identify that?
| A. That is a simllar photo taken from a slightly
different angle. |
| Q. I show you marked as Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 23,
can you identify that?

A. Yes, Sir, that is a photograph of a 1967 Oldsmobils
Q. Where was that taken? ‘w

A. At the South Williamsport Garage, City Hall Garage.

Q. Did you take that photograph?

A. Yes.

Q. Would that be true of all of Commonwealth's Exhibits
Nos. 26, 24 and 25, if you examine them, are they pictures
of the same car taken at the same time by you?

A. Yes, Sir,

Q. Now, do these photographs as you identify then,
are they accurate ropfenontations of what you observed at the
time?

A. Yes, 3ir.

Q. I show you marked as Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 9%
can you identify that?

A. Yes, Sir, this is a plaster of Paris cast that I

o k5 2

P T
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Q. That was one of the tire tracks you said was on
that lane approximately 26 feet in?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q. (To Mr. Plerro.) Will you stipulate to the other
ones?

By Mr. Plerro: N

Oh, sure I will, you mean this man did take them, have

him say that and I will stipulate to it and just give the numbers.
By Mr. Ertel: '
Q. Nos. 91 through 94, were four casts made by you?
A. Yes, Sir.
Q. I will repeat that, 91 through 94,
By Mr. Plerro:
It is stipulated.
By The Court:
Flno, proceed,
By Mr. Ertel:
Q. Did you dring with you an Exhibit to show the Jury
how you went adbout this and how it works when you make a cast?
A. Yes, Sir,
(Coamonwealth's Exhidbit No. 104 marked.).
(Side Bar not made part of record.).
(Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 105 marked.).
Ry The Court: -

What i3 the purpose of this?
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By Mr. Ertel:
Only to illustrate the method in which a print
i1s laid and a print is picked up and how the Officer goes about
doing 1t and how he would go about identifying points in *"e
particular thing.
By The Court:
The testimony does not represent anything at the
actual scene then, are only a demonstration?
By Mr. Ertel:
Yes.
By The Court:
Your specific objection? p
By Mr. Flerro: ‘o
Well, your Honor, we have already stipulated to the
things that this Officer did at the scene concerning the matters
in evidence here and I don't think that anyother lecture or
demonstration is necessary.
By The Court:
The obJjection i3 over ruled.
By Mr. Ertel:

Q. I will take Exhibit No. 104, and ask you to explain
to the Jury, if you can, and maybe I don't know, can you explain
it from there or do you want to come down here?

By The Court: .
Do I understand this is what was done in this case’

Estsblish that, Sir?

2

s s ore
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By Mr. Ertel:
Q. Officer, in this particular case, what did you do as
far as pouring the plaster?
A. What I had done in the case i3 similar to what I
will explain in the demonstration.
By The Court:
That i3 what I understood your offer was?
By Mr. Ertel:
Yes.
By The Court:
Proceed,
, By Mr. Ertel:
Qé./ Q. You have three items in your Exhibit, was this one,

that is obviocusly a clay, or moulding clay?

A. This i3 a moulding clay that I had rolled out to
a flat iurface, and I had then taken one of my shows and inscribed
my initials in the sole and I pressed it into the mouldinz clay
which would be the same as pressing it into mud or natural terrain,
that would show a footprint.

Q. Clay may or may not be better than the soil a person
wuld have . stepped in in another situation?

A. Correct. It is sufficient to show what could bde
brought out. Now, these initials were pressed into the moulding
cclay, the moulding clay was then casted.

Q. What do you mean by "casted"?

A. The plaster of Paris was mixed to dbase like consistency
and poured over the moulding clay, allowed to dry for a sufficient




ka8,
Trooper Keppick.

time and then removed and the end result shows on the cast the i@i
initials that wers put on the sole of my shoe.
By Mr, Plerrot

Your Honor, I renew my objection what this
Officer 1s testifying about, it seems to me from hisg testimony
that whatever he is explaining with the materials he used and
the shoe off his own feet, was done under what appeara to bve
ideal conditions and is not similar to the materials used or
the evidence found or obtained to be used under the conditions
at the scene, and therefore I say it is misleading.

By The Court:
Your objection is on the record, it is Over ruled,
1t i3 to this entire line of questioning. (
By Mr. Ertel: L 4
Q. I.will hold the cast up that you made, and I

den't know, can you come down here and dbring the shoe with you?
A. (Witness leaves stand.). |
Q. The clay represents the soil?
A. Yes, Sir,

By Mr. Flerro:

I object to that, that is not true in this case,
now the clay cannot represent the soil,
By Mr. Ertel:

In his experiment it does represent the soil.
By Nr. Flerro:

That 1s precisely my point, it is going to mislea |

the jury. He is taking 1deal conditions and obvicusly tryin: to |

implant that in the Jury's mind "This is whet we got at the scene.)
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without using the same conditions as are at the scene.
By Mr. Ertel:
We will show the conQitions at the scene were
better than what these are.
By Mr. Plerro:
Then I should not object, but I still do.
By The Court:
Your objection is on the record to this entire
line.
By Mr. Ertel:
Q. Officer, taking these, what does this show in relation
to the shoe, is this the same as the shoe?
A. Yes, Sir, looking at the shoe, and looking at the
cast is known as positive, what ybu see here on the cast.
You see initials here, they are not very plain, probadbly from
vhere you are sitting, but if you examine them closely you can
see my initials on both the shoe and the cast.
Q. Now, on the bottom of the cast thers i3 a word that
comes out, these are new shoes, are they not?
A. Yes, Sir,
Q. Had you worn them at all?
A. Yes, Sir, thereis some indication of wear thers.
Q. HNow, what is the difference between what 1s
called 78%:::ctcrist1cs" and "accidentals"?
A, Class charscteristics are those characteristics
made by the nnnufactur-r, and accidents are those that have been

put in either accidental or even purposely, they are not made
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%
by the manufacturer.
Q. Just for an 1llustration purpose, show the Jury
vhat a class characteristic is of this thing?
A. The heel portion is a good example of a class
characteristic.
Q. Well, for instance the words "B.F. Goodrich” that
shows on the cast and on the shoe, is that a class characteristic?
A. Yes, Sir.
Q. You made an accidental just for illustration
purposes, did you not?
A, Yes.
<:) Q. Where is that? ‘
A. "J.X" on the soil, “
Q. Did that come also on the positive that you have?
A, Yes,
Q. That is what is called an accidental characteristic?
A. Yes, 3ir.
Q. Can the same thing be done with tires?
A. Yam, Sir,
Q. That what i3 marked as Commonwealth's Exhibit No.
105, again you are using modeling clay Jjust for representation
of the soil, is that correct?
A. Yes, 3Sir.
Q. You cbtained, is this a new tire tread when you got it
Q A. Yes, ‘
Q. And the plaster of Paris cast, did you also make tﬁ%‘
A, Yes, Sir, '
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Q. How, now will you explain how you did this?
By The Court:

Q. Is this similar to what was done at the scene,
the procedure?

A. Yes, Sir,

Q. Proceed.
By Mr. Brtel:

Q. Proceed?

A. Again, we have modeling clay that I rolled out
to near flat surface, and I got a cut-away plece of tire
from Bastian's Tire Sales and placed it over the nodeling clay,
depressed right into the modeling clay and then cast the modeling
¢ lay. '

Q. How did you put that into the modeling clay,
what pressure did you put on?

A. I used my truck, I took the steel band off and
put it around the tire and placed the modeling clay on the ground
and this around the tire of my truck and drove over 1it.

Q. Now, the modeling clay under ideal conditions
would represent the soll, is that correct?

A. Yes, 8ir,

Q. And that represented the, what made the imprint,
is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, I got with the particular cast you made, I note
vhen you poured it over the top of it, whichever way you did it,
on the top of the clay which would be the earth, there are portions
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of the material in the cast itself in the positive, 13 that
correct?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q. Why 1is that?

A. The portion of the modeling clay had gone, had
;oated itself, a portion of the modeling clay had seated itself
between the treads, and, of course, when the cast was removed
from the modeling clay, the portion of the modeling clay stayed
between the treads.

Q. Now, in the actual situation would you clean that
modeling clay and clean that dirt ocut?

A. Yes, 3ir. %Efﬁ

Qe If it were out in the mud, that would be mud,
and it would be cleaned? "

A. Yes.

Q. Then you have the plaster of Paris cast would bve
the same as the particular tire, is that correct?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Now, aggain are the class characteristics on the
tire and acuidental characteristics?

A. Yes,

Q. Do you have class characteristics on the tire?
A. Yes, Sir, the tread.
By Mr. Plerros
That 13 not a tire, we are talking about a whole
tire in this case, and this man is showing a fragment.
The accidental characteristics would come from an entire tires, not
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a three inch segment this man i3 holding.
By Mr. Ertel:
We are prepared to show they came from the entire
tire in the actual case, this is only an illustration,
By The Courts
Proceed.

A. There were little cuts made in this tire cut-awvay,
a portion of a tifo cut=away, which were put in there to show
accidental charscteristics, the same as my initials were put
on the shoe.

By Mr. Ertel:

Q. Can you show those particular cuts, Jjust to illustrate
to the Jury where they are and where they show on the plaster
cast? ’

A. On the plaster cast there is an accident
characteristic, and I am pointing to right here, it is a depression
in the cast.

Q. I am pointing to the one on the plaster cast, is that
correct?

A. Yes,

Q. Can you point that out on the actual tire section?

A. Yes, 81ir, right here.

Q. That would have to be turmed around, would you, tumm

the section arould so it matches exactly. They show on both, i3

that right, on the tirs tread and also it, would you show that to
the Jury?

A, Yes, 3ir, What you see on the tire you ses on the
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cast,

Q. Did you make another one just for 1llustration
purposes?

A. Yes, 3ir, in the lower righthand corner 1t would
be.

Q. Both on the cast and tire tread?

A. Right, right here.

Q. Now, these are accldental?

A. Yes,

W. What 13 the class characteristics in a tire?

A. These waving lines are manufacturer's class
characteristics, that 1s as you see it there, that is mostly

(:) all class charactsristics made by the manufacturer. %@,

Q. Generally, the more worn a tire, the more accidental
characteristics you get? |
A. Yes, Sir,
Q. I understand I was blocking Juror No. 1, in case
he wants to look at it ., Come down here and point out the
accidentals, please, purposely put accidentals?
A. There 13 a little cut-away here and a little cut-
awvay is reproduced on the cast. There is another cut-away near
the lower righthand portion of the tire, the cut-away is reproduced
on the cast, you can see 1it. :
Q. (Mr. Ertel goes to other end of Jury BoxX....)
:)- By Mr. Flerre:
<£,) Your Homor, it appears as we are having triple il

denonstrations,
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By The Courtt
The objection 13 sustained, Let's proceed,
Gentlemen., You can stand back further if there are any further
demonstrations.
By Mr. Ertel:
The light is very poor, your Honor.

Take the stand.
(Witness returned to stand.).
By Mr. Ertel:

Q. Now, Officer Keppick, the tire casts and foot casts
you checked were, they were Fhxibits Nos, 50 through 55 and 91
through 94, did you collgct them yourself?

A. Yes,

Q. Did you put your initials on them to identify thena?

A. Yes,

Q. To whom did you turn those over?

A. Corporal Houser.

Q. Were they returned to the Barracks?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q. Where were they kept?

As They were kept in the locker.

Q. You have looked at these since coming up to Court,
have you not?

A, Oh, yes,

Q. Are they made the, are they the same castings that
you made?

A. Yes, 3ir.
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Q. Now, I have no further questions,
‘ CROS3 EXAMINATION

By Mr. Plerro:

Q. Mr. Keppick, are you telling us that whatever plaster
casts you made concerning whatever i3 in evidence, that they
are perfect?

A. No.

Q. Well, the things that you have just demonstrated
to the Jury are Jjust about perfect, aren't they?

A, I think it was a reasonably good demonstration
of what plaster of Paris casts can bring out.

Q. It was almost perfect, you could even see

i
%@f )

where you scratched your initials on the sole of your shoe?

A. Yes, Sir, it does d0o a tremendous job.

Q. Are you saying whatever may be in svidence here,
the casts you made, they came out perfectly?

A. No, Sir.

Q. If in £ind that there are some of these accidental
characteristics that you talked about that are not on these
plaster of paris casts, are, what are you going to say about that?

A. This could be made from almost anything. Our
expert from Harrisburg could probably explain better than I.....

Q. I am not asking you about Harrisburg expert,
you are testifying as to an expert what you d4did here and about
accidental and class characteristics, I am asking you again .
wvhat if some of these casts that are i{n evidence do not show the d
accidental characteristics that you talked about, would you say you
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made a poor cast?

A. No, 38ir.

Q. Why would you say they would notbe there?

A, It would depend on the terrain, most everything would
be reproduced.

Q. But if they are not there, you would say it would
depend on the terrain and what other conditions?

A. Yes, 3ir, if part of the portion would, of the
plaster of Paris was not properly laid into the impression, then
you would not get a good reproduction.

Q. But I am talking about the impresaions you made,
now obviously the demonstration and, the demonstration that
you made in front of the Jury and what you did at the scene are
two different things?

A. Yes, dbut what I did on both occasions are
similar,

Q. It may be similar, but the one was made under ideal
conditions, that is the demonstration?

A. Yes, Sir.

All right, and the conditions at the scene you would
not consider that they were not ideal,

Q. All right, even if they were ideal, would you be
adble to explain why if it happens that in the course of testimony
that certain accidental characteristics of the objects in evidence
do not appear in the cast, w;uld you, can you explain why?

A. There could be an air bubdble in the cast that would
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not reproduce anything beneath it,

Q. Anything else?

A. There could de a.}stick or a leaf over the impreseion
that would blur anything bdbeneath it or cover it up.

Q. Anyother reasonft

A. None that I kxnow, no, I don't know of any,
Now, I am not an expert in identifying plaster of Paris casts
as far as making positive identification,

Q. You are Jjust an expert in making them?

A. I have been trained in making plaster of Paris
casts. |

Q. VWell, you notice that you have already given the
Jury two samples of why it is possible that accidental charactez(f;;y
istics would not appear when madc_ at a natural scene, you didn't
have that to contend with in your demonstration like leaves,
bubbles and 30 on, you didn't have that to contend with,
did you?

A. No, but you might say a leaf was there and
it was reproduced or a stick was there and it was reproduced,
but to find anything beneath it, this would hinder anything
that could be found deneath it, if there was a leaf or plece
of stick over 1t.

Q. If you made such good casts at the scene, we should
be adble to tell the Jury that those casts should show all of the
accidental charscteristics of whatever the objeot is?

A. This would have to be explained by Trooper chba.; I
Q. Not yeu?
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A. If for some reason it did not show,

Q. Then somebody else is going to have to explain why
somsething does not show concerning something you made, is that
correct?

A. Yes, 3Sir.

Q. VWell, is that the same with fingerprints, I mean
can't you explain that either?

A. Explain what?

Q. VWell, you said that you found no fingerprints
in the Defendant's car? Willit take somedbody else to explain that?

A. Ko, 3ir.

Q. Can you do that?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q. You examined this car thoroughly prosuﬁnbly?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q. Whatever techniques you used, I am not interested
in, you say you are an expert, I will agree concerning finger-
prints, so that I suppose you went over the interior of the car?

A. Yes.

Q. You are talking about a smooth surface, which is
where a fingerprint adheres, there is certainly a lot of smooth
surfaces inside of a car, isn't there?

A, Yes.

Q. You were specifically looking for Jennifer's,
Jennifer Hill's fingerprint, weren't you?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q. You didn't find any?
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A, No, Sir.

Q. You found other fingerprints, unless you wanted
to ignore them, you found them, didn't you?

A, No, Sir, I didn't find anyihing.

Q. Not even the Defendant's?

A. No, Sir.

Q. Did you find smudges?

A, M8,5ir, there wvas quite a few smudges, but nothing

with any ridge formations characteristics.

Q. On the inside of a car, how long would a fingerprint

last under normal conditioms?

A. Under normal conditions, according to my studies,
the beat time to work or lift a fingerprint or apply any
solution to a fingerprint is bdetween 24 and 36 hours.

Q. Will they last after that?

A. Yes, Sir, they may, depending upon moisture,
depending on body chemistry, depending on the surface,

Q. Well, if there were any fingerprints, let's say
on e glass on the inside of a car, either the windshield
or side windows, how long would you expect them to last under
normal conditions?

©A. Indefinitely.

Q. You did check the glass?

A, Yes, Sir.

Q. Pound no fingerprints?

A, HNo, Sir. The entire car, glass and soforth was
very dirty and this hinders any processing in obtaining finger-

o e

- -
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prints.
Q. Does it make, outside of being difficult, if a
fingerprint is there you would find it though, wouldn't you?
A. Yes, Sir, if it can dbe brought out at all,
Q. When you say that you processed the car, was
that only for the purpose of finding fingerprints or looking
for otlw evidence?
A. I was detailed to process the vehicle and photograph

the vehicle, process the vehicle for fingerprints and photograph
it.

Q. _Not for anyother reason?

A. No, Sir.
® Q. When you say that you found no footprints between

the edge of the farm lane and the feet of the girl, you described
the area as being somewhat grassy?
A. Yes, Sir.
Q. Does that make it impoasible to obtain a footprint?
A. Yes,
Q. It does?
A, Yes,
Q. Doesn't it even create any impression in the ground?
A. There was no impression that was of any value that
I could see.
Q. When you ay "of any value", do you mean by that
you saw something but YSu didn't think 1% was valuable? -~

—

A. There was no impression there that I could see of
any value, I saw nothing.
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Q. Was that entire area grassyf;
( /

A. 1{3_‘_:__5__“'__4——'/«

% N icy!

A. No, Sir,

Q. Weren't there corn stalks there in that area?

A. Very many.

Q.What?

A. Very many,

Q. Were they growing in the grass, out of the grassy
area?

A. I would like to see a piture to see how close the
corn stalks were. .

Q. I beliave you have the pictures up there, don't yoG$’

A. No, Sir. The picture here show this i3 a picture
loocking inward toward the corn field.

Q. What number are you talking about?

X Ae No. 2. It shows heavy grass leading up to the

feet of the victin,

Q. This is No, 1°?

A. This is sinilar, but taken at a closer distance
to the victin,

Q. I don't think we have one showing the edge of the road

By Mr. Ertel: A \

Yes, we do. A Y .
’ .,&u,’./ - :\\‘j\ .

. -/ *'&; \ ¢ X :
By Mr. Pierro; - J&J‘, | L\_t \\Q y

The edge of the road to the feet? &lQ;' T\

By Mr. Ertel: Ths one shows,
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By Mr. Flerro: 2 \,-

[ s ——
—— e

No, it doesn't, so don't make the statement.

By Mr. Ertel: T
It does.

By :r. Flerro:
Let the Jury decide what it has.

Q. You don't see the edge of the lane in the
photograph you are holding, which is No, 27

A. VWhen I toock this picture, I took it for the purpose
of showing that the area leading from the lane to where the body
was found,

Q. You do not see the edge of the road?

Ao }I was standing on the road, It is possible that
you cannot really ses the traveled portion of this road bescsuse
it i3 grass all of the way up through there,

Q. Well, in any case so the Jury will know,
Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 2 shows what you iay 1s substantially
most of the area between the feet of the victim and let's say the
adge of the lane?

A. Yes,

Q. When they see this, this 1s Commonwealth's Exhibit
No. 2, you are saying because of this, because of this grass
and some weeds there, you could obtain no impression and saw no
footprints?

A. Yes.

Q. Even though I will ask you to assume that the
Defendant was carrying this girl who weighed about 120 or 125




Trooper Keppick. \ ~

you saw no footprints?

A. Right,

Q. Ishow you what has been marked as Commonwealth's
Exhibit No. 23, which I believe you said you took?

A. Yes,

Q. That i3 a picture of the Defendant's car, I guess
in e Borough Hall in South Williamsport?

A. Yes,

Q. And except for the fact that the W@

been removed, it does show in particular the damage to the left
oA ————

front fender, doesn't 1it? \/Lw ;Z,c/u./: e Xl f‘L
%Y:‘.L(’ ) )wkh&\.
e b et LeT

Q. That i3 accurate, isn't it? ,/é,z,«] Q f/z

A. Yes, Sir, ’tu( })LJ_.@ a,LQ ek

Y VT{EG-U,, - M/‘-‘- \

Q. At least the 1 way you took it, and you know that

Ao Y..’ it does,

that is the way, at least from your investigation, this is
what the car looked like with respect to damage on October 19th,
isn't that right?
A, It is the way it looked when I took it on lNovember
2nd.
Q. Don't you know that damage was there on October 28th?
A. No, Sir,
Q. You don't even know that $hrough your fellow Officers?
A. Fron what I heard through my fellow Officers, this
had been changed, some of the damage had been corrected or taken
out. 4

Q. By whom?
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Trooper Xeppick,

A. I don't know, it

Q. You mean it was ‘f"e:g on October 19th’

A. Yes, Sir, that 1s the impression I had,

Q. That i3 even better, in other words whatever this
Jury is looking at concerning the Defendant's car, the damage
to the left front fender, as far as you know it was even worse
on Oectodber 10th than it appears here in this photograpnh?
By Mr, Ertel:

I object to this.
By The Courts
The ocbjection is sustained.

By Mr., Pierro:

Q. In that picture you took, is the hocod damaged?

A. Yes,

@ Is there any damage on one of the left side doors

in that picture?

A. There appears to be some dents and scratch marks,

Q. Do you know anything about car colors, can you
identify that car's color?

A. Light green,

Q. Just light green?

A, Yes,

Q. You are not using the word "metallic” or "acrylice"
or anything like that?

A. Ko.

Q. You are just saying light greent
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Trooper Keppick.

A. xQS.

Q. By the way, you said that whatever tire prints
you made were taken adbout 27 feet, that would be south of
Sylvan Dell on the farm lane?

A. Yes,

Q. VWell, the farm lane itself leading up to the area
where the body was found, is how long?

A. Approximately from the roadway adbout 127 faot.

Q. 127 feet? ;ad(utw ‘g

A. I 414 not, again, I did not take thes mgiauro nts,

Q. This is your estimate? -/ ““] ,{uw ,[L

A. It is my estimate. O eds \ <
By Mr. Ertel: | 3 [’tjv )Luav li@

Pardon me a moment, I think he misunderstocod the
question, is that the estimate of the entire length of the

lane or to the body? \Cppc L\W; g c[_w. SN 8»()

Qude - FOlua
By Mr. Fierro: ‘ﬁf& i:::JA' Mg - ;Eb
I sald to vboro t body was d, Cqujb'fﬁ;”;ai.
By Mr. Ertel: ¢

Okey.

By Mr. Flerrot

Q. Is is still the sames, about 127 feet south of
the Sylvan Dell Road to the area vhere the body was found, that,
would that be the approximate length of the farm lane?

A. No, Sir,

Q. What would it be?

A. It is over 300 feet.
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Trooper Keppilck.

Q. HNow...

A, Row, this, again, is hearsay, I read this from
Corporal Barto's report.

Q. Vell, you have some idea, you have been a Polics
Officer long enough?

A, Yes, 3ir.

Q. That you can estimate the lane?

A, These measurements seem to be accurate.

Q. Let's go back from the edge of the Sylvan Dell Road,
what is the length of the farm lane to where the body was found?

A, 127 feet.

Qs And your tire prints were found 27 feet off of, -
and that would be south, apparently, from the Sylvan Dell Road? -

A. Yes, Sir. . ;‘ = 3‘

Q‘\:EE:f leaves another 100 feet of farm lane, * -

~

‘ ~— -~ N ’
moving towards where tha\bggy was found, 1s that correct}j; J v

-~
~

A. Correct. h I VR
+ * ' . Y C‘
Q. On which you found no tire prints’- ~*§? LTy

‘ AL N
A, Correct. J ’ ;
re \ﬂ)\
Q. None whatsoever? y /

Ai’/i;/;;roprints.

Q. Well, if you found no tire prints, tell us whatever
else you may have found?

A. Thers were bulldozer cleat prints.

Q. Anything else?

A. Bothing, not to my knowledge, nothing else.

Q. How far did this dbulldoser cleat prints go?

A. I believe they went the entire length of that lane,

T abppd 46 Jled eyl
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Trooper Kepplck. “ | |
\fﬁ Q S 3,
Q. Did they tTt&lLy troy the road surface?

A. No, Sir. /
Q. A1) rigéﬁ, now if you assume that those cleat prints
were made and there y‘s testimony that it was made well,
sometime defore 3:0¢/1n any case, if a car went up that alen,
would 1% not leave/;omo sort of impression?
I adn't know,
a4 don't know?

- Qe /Did you ses any footprints on that lane?

¢ - A Hr, ;
XE{/ Wh  composition was that lane? l

J‘}U;% " fou are speaking of the grassy area? 2
S %0, the farm lane, you know?
Yes. '
g o ik - 17ty grass, macadanm,
qrris,
cks we.s cast
was di. e We dacat.ua Of fo. prints 1in the tire

casts.

Q. You are saying that you also found footprints or :
indicationy of them in the area where you obtained the tire prints? %
Yes, Sir, they are right in the casts. ?
%&E - Sy
& \ . s v
/ J Qe That would be 27 feet south of the Sylvan Dell
Road?
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A, Yes,

Q. How many footprints did you find in that area?

A. Oflggurse, as I say, I am not an expert in
identifying casts.

Q. No, but you made them?

i?;. It seems plain there are approximately three

different shoe prints in the cats.

Q. Of where you obtained this tire print?

A, Yes,

Q. Is thias farm lane above the 27 feet area that
we are talking about, 13 it entirely all grass, 1s none of
it dirt?

A. Yes, Sir, it is all grass all of the way up through
there. ‘

Q. Where vehicles may use that lane, aren't there
some sort of ruts or definitions in the ground that show where
a vehicle run through that lane?

A. Yes, sir, there 13, the grass has been where the
tire tracks would have been, the gras has been stomped down some,

Q. How about where this tractor chewed up the ground,
didn't that reveal dirt and uproot the grass?

A. Just where the cleats wers pushed into the ground,
you can ses where they were depressed in the ground.

Q. Where they did depress in the ground, they would
uproot the grass and turm up earth, wouldn't they?

A, No, 8ir, just a straight line across is vhat

I saw,
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Vi
Q. Now, the tira prints that you made in this 27 feet ar
also contained several other thpes of fcotprints?

Trooper Keppick,

A. Yes.

Q. That 1is all,

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION
By Mr. Ertel:

Q. Officer Keppick, this particular spot where
you nmade the casts of the tires, was that foreign material
to that area?

A. It appeared to beas,

Q. In other words, it was a clump?

A. Yes,

Q. The rest of this area was basically grassy &
throughout the lane?
Ao Yes,
Q. Thank you.
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION

By Mr. Flerro:

Q. This mud and dirt was described by somebody else,
now you are saying it is foreign, is this the only type you know
of in the United States?

A, No, 3Sir, I base this on the fact that when I had
lifted the casts from the earth there was grass underneath,

Q. The type of mud, soll, clay, oi whatever it i3,
is that so uncommon to this ( aréa?

A. I don't know, I am not.,.
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Trooper Keppick.

Q. Well, you have Just 3aid it is foreign to thi:
or that?
A. It appeared to be foreign because the dirt was
flopped over §rass.
= d;-'fhe soil in 1itself, have you ever seen such soll
in this area?
A. Yes, it didn't seem to be anything unusual.
Q. That is all.
By Mr. Ertel:
That is all.
(Excused from witness stand.).
By Mr. Ertel:
It has been stipulated that Commonwealth's
Exhibit No. 81 was a s0il sample obtained from the Dye-Tex
Corporation by Corporal Barto as testiflied to by, as would be
testifed to by Corporal Barto and also by Mr. Kremser.
TROOPER ALFRED R. GOMB, being duly sworn according to

law, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Ertel:
Q. State your full name?
A. Trooper Alfred R. Gomb.
Q. Your occupation?
A. Pennsylvania State Police, Montoursville.
Q. How long have you been a Trooper? -
A. This is my l4th year of service. |

Q. Trooper, in this particular case, did you have




